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MiSSion StAteMent
WEST VIRGINIA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SYSTEM

   WVATS is dedicated to increasing access to and acquisition of assistive technology (AT) devices and 
services for West Virginians of all ages and all types of disabilities in the areas of education, health, 
employment and community living.

   On behalf of the West Virginia Assistive Technology System 
(WVATS) Council, I am honored to introduce this Annual Report 
for 2015-16.

   The staff of WVATS has continued to serve West Virginians 
with an abundance of high quality and varied programs in 
the areas of employment, education, information technology, 
telecommunications, and community living and is continuously 
working to improve those programs. Whereas “technology” is 
synonymous with tools, equipment and machinery, the WVATS 
staff’s enthusiasm and expertise provides a delivery system that 
brings those devices to life for consumers. 

   During the past year, WVATS presented 1,594 device 
demonstrations, 44 trainings, provided 354 device loans to 
individuals, family members and professionals, generated 21,659 
website hits and along with subcontractors, partnerships and 
collaborations, provided service to over 5,000 Mountaineers. Your 
tour of this report will reveal many specific examples of assistive 

technology at work.

   This past year has been both demanding and productive. It is anticipated that 2017 will continue to 
provide opportunities for WVATS to fulfill its mission of increasing access to and acquisition of assistive 
technology devices and services for West Virginians of all ages and with all types of disabilities.

   I am delighted to be involved with WVATS and look forward to their continued excellence as they fulfill 
their mission.

Sincerely 

____________________________________

Ron Brown, Chairman 
WVATS Council

MeSSAge fRoM WVAtS CounCil



WVAtS StAte plAn
   Federal funding to each state supports an assistive technology (AT) state plan to increase access to, and 
acquisition of, assistive technology for individuals with disabilities in the areas of education, employment 
and community living. West Virginia received $423,756 under the Assistive Technology Act Section 4 for the 
West Virginia Assistive Technology System (WVATS) to oversee the AT state plan for West Virginia.

   Assistive technology devices are used to perform tasks that would otherwise be difficult or impossible. 
These devices can be as complex as tablets with specialized apps or as simple as Velcro used in place of 
buttons or shoe laces. Assistive technology services help people learn how to choose and use assistive 
devices.

   Through its many programs and projects, WVATS provided services directly to West Virginians in 41 
counties in 2015-16. Many training and technical assistance activities were to organizations with statewide 
participants and representatives from all 55 counties. The map below indicates the 41 counties where direct 
services were provided.

Ohio

Marshall

Morgan
Berkeley

Jefferson
Mineral

Grant

Hampshire

Hardy

Taylor

Tucker

Tyler

Doddridge
Harrison

Ritchie
Wood

Lewis
Gilmer

Barbour

Upshur
Randolph

Braxton

Calhoun

Roane

Jackson
Mason

Cabell

Kanawha

Clay

Nicholas

Boone

Lincoln

Logan

McDowell

Mercer

Raleigh

Summers

Greenbrier
Fayette

Pocahontas

Webster

Pendleton

Preston
Marion

Wetzel

Hancock

Brooke

Pleasants

Monongalia

Wirt

Mingo

Wayne

Wyoming Monroe

Putnam

Berkeley

WVAtS
Provided direct service in 
41 counties throughout 
West virginia.



   WVATS has several assistive technology (AT) demonstration labs located at the Center for Excellence 
in Disabilities (CED) main office in Morgantown. The labs are comprised of a series of rooms and outdoor 
seasonal areas featuring different types of AT devices. They include displays of capability switches, office 
related AT, tablet and computer access, augmentative and alternative (AAC) communication devices, talking 
products, assisted seating, temporary bathroom assistance, grooming aids, kitchen adaptations, raised 
garden beds and accessible recreation. Lab tours were provided to professionals, families, students, funders 
and vendors, as well as individuals with disabilities.

DeMonStRAtion lAbS

WVATS is committed to 
providing a comprehensive 
array of assistive devices 
to help individuals with 
disabilities address their 
interests in all elements of 
life, including recreation. 
The beach wheelchair and 
the recumbent bicycle are 
two of the newest items now 
available for demonstration or 
loan from the WVATS Loan 
Library.



   WVATS total demonstrations, as documented in the federal reporting for 2015-2016, show 1,594 
demonstrations. Demonstrations include hands-on use and instruction by a member of the WVATS staff or 
subcontractor, either in one of our labs or on site at trainings.

   WVATS also reported 69 individual reutilizations of assistive devices. This number includes assistive 
devices that were either donated to WVATS or devices that were in the loan library originally and upgraded 
to current standards, and have been given to West Virginians to keep. It is estimated that the cost benefit of 
this program to state residents was over $10,000 during the past fiscal year.

   The Loan Library is a significant part of the three federally mandated programs at WVATS. The Library 
loans at least one device nearly every day a year to a West Virginia resident or organization, and tracked 
354 loans during the past year. The following shows the most popular loans by overall percentage:

ReutilizAtionS, loAnS, 
DeMonStRAtionS
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MObiliTy 17%

SPEECh 17%
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MoSt populAR loAnS 



   WVATS continues to look for new and innovative ways to introduce and support the use of assistive 
technology to residents throughout the state, in addition to ongoing initiatives. In 2016, two unique 
opportunities were part of this focus.

   WVATS worked in partnership with Disability Rights of WV and the Center for Excellence in Disabilities to 
try to increase accessibility at voting locations across the state through the use of assistive technology. This 
assistance included Brailling of candidate lists, technical assistance on devices for sensory impairments 
and physical access, and loans of devices for use at polling locations. In addition, accessible voting was 
a feature story for the fall issue of the WVATS newsletter. The relationships developed with County Clerk 
offices will provide a foundation for continued efforts in the use of assistive technology for accessible voting 
in the future.

   Parts of West Virginia were devastated by flooding in the summer of 2016. WVATS responded in many 
ways, most significantly through efforts to support West Virginia Save the Children. Many of the families 
impacted included adults and children with disabilities. WVATS staff contacted each family personally to 
explore ways to replace needed AT but also to look at the overall situation to see if additional devices or 
services were needed and make the connections to appropriate agencies and organizations. 

gRAntS & SpeCiAl initiAtiVeS

   WVATS provided 44 trainings in 2015-16 to almost 1,800 participants on general information about 
WVATS, what assistive technology is and how to get funding for devices. WVATS also provided specific 
trainings upon request from agencies and organizations including topics such as aging-in-place, accessible 
meetings, recreation, emergency preparedness, disability etiquette, gardening, housing, service animals, AT 
for information technology, augmentative and alternative communication, and other AT, ADA and civil rights 
issues.

   Trainings were provided to 13 different agencies or organizations with statewide missions including Take 
Me Home, West Virginia, the state’s Money Follows the Person (MFP) program, National Federation of 
the Blind of West Virginia, the 2016 WVDE Celebrating Connections Conference, the 2016 West Virginia 
Housing Conference, WVDRS Citizen Advisory Committee Annual Meeting, WV Hospitality Education and 
Training, People First, WV Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, State Garden Club and the 2015 
Governor’s Conference on Tourism.

tRAiningS



   The Green Thumbs, Healthy Joints (GTHJs) program brings accessible gardening to West Virginians with 
arthritis, osteoporosis, musculoskeletal conditions, joint limitations and other challenges. The program is 
funded by the WV Bureau for Public Health, Division of Health Promotion and Chronic Disease.

   Each year, funding is awarded to nonprofits for accessible gardening projects around the state. There 
were 15 project awards in 2015 and 9 project awards in 2016. Individual award amounts were provided of 
up to $1,000 to help cover material costs for construction of raised beds, accessible walkways, benches and 
other adaptive features. Groups were required to spend a portion of the money ($150-$275) on assistive 
technology that can make agricultural tasks easier, like ergonomic tools, kneepads, gloves, garden stools 
and carts. Rain barrels and drip irrigation are popular watering methods. 

   Groups have created accessible gardens at senior centers, homeless shelters, low-income housing 
complexes, public parks and community centers. To date, 80% of counties have had at least one project.

   Volunteers are the heart of the program, which encourages participation by gardeners of all abilities. 
During the 2015-16 growing seasons, GTHJs projects reported that 426 volunteers donated 4,713 hours of 
community service hours to their accessible gardening projects. 

gReen thuMbS, heAlthy JointS

tomatoes and eggplant growing in 
a raised-bed garden located at the 
Wvu ced in morgantown. 



   Many people need AT but affording devices can be difficult. In partnership with, and technical assistance 
from WVATS, PATHS grants offer awards of up to $550 worth of equipment/devices to qualified individuals. 

   Over the years, PATHS has provided thousands of dollars in grants to individuals for devices to assist with 
activities regarding education, recreation, independent living or just overall quality of life. In 2015-16, PATHS 
received applications from over a dozen individuals and was happy to be able to provide over $3,000 in 
grants to seven applicants with disabilities.

pARtneRShipS in ASSiStiVe 
teChnologieS (pAthS)

the iteMS puRChASeD thRough the gRAntS inCluDeD:

•	 sensory items from hand held magnifiers to mirrors

•	 Wheelchair cushion

•	 daily living aides

•	 recreation equipment

•	 tablets

   In addition, 2016 was an eventful year as PATHS plans for the national Universal Design (UD) conference 
in 2017. The conference will focus on UD for housing, education and community planning, and will be 
a co-conference between PATHS, CreateWV and Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development 
WHATWORKS. The conference will feature many innovative elements including a tour of UD projects in the 
host city of Charleston, WV; an exhibit hall that will be open to the public, and a schedule of presenters to 
attract and appeal to a diverse audience. 



   WVATS contracted with four organizations in West Virginia in 2015-16 to extend its efforts to reach a 
greater number of West Virginians with disabilities. 

noRtheRn WeSt ViRginiA CenteR foR inDepenDent liVing (nWVCil), 
elkinS offiCe
   NWVCIL is an advocacy resource center for persons with disabilities and the communities in which 
they live. The mission of NWVCIL is to educate and empower communities and people with disabilities so 
everyone has equal opportunity and freedom of choice; and to eliminate housing discrimination to create 
equal housing opportunity for all regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, 
and disability. As a WVATS subcontractor, NWVCIL Elkins used funds to add assistive technology to its 
demonstration program that focuses on a wide-range of devices from daily living to recreation.

ReSouRCe CenteRS

ARC of the MiD ohio VAlley (ARC)
   WVATS funding helped support the Arc of the Mid Ohio Valley TechLink program that works with 
individuals and agencies to provide information and assistance in obtaining assistive technology. Techlink 
provides training on assistive technology issues, promotes the equipment loan program to ensure proper 
choice before purchasing; and links those in need to used equipment when they may have difficulty affording 
hands-on access to equipment not readily available to the public.

   Ed is 67 years old and has myotonic muscular 
dystrophy (MD). This is the most common form of MD 
and causes muscle weakness that makes it difficult for Ed 
to get around. While waiting for the funding to purchase 
his own power chair, Ed contacted The Arc of the Mid 
Ohio Valley. TechLink was able to loan him a power chair 
for an extended period of three months. During that time, 
the chair allowed Ed to be independent and able to get to 
the bus stop so he could go to the grocery store and out 
into the community. Ed said that without the assistance of 
TechLink, he would have been unable to go anywhere for 
weeks at a time until a friend could come and get him. Now 
Ed has a new apartment and his own power chair so he 
can continue living out his years.

   A doctor from Tucker County called to see where 
she could borrow a self-propelled gurney for her 
son. Not only did NWVCIL have a gurney they could 
borrow, but was also able to deliver it to them. This 
effort was greatly appreciated as this young man was 
used to being very active and he had not been out of 
his apartment for a long time. He was able to use the 
gurney to go outside and watch the fireworks on the 
4th of July. Without this piece of AT, he would not have 
been able to do that.



DiSAbility ACtion CenteR (DAC)
   The Disability Action Center’s Compass Project incorporates and demonstrates assistive technology in a 
wide range of classes offered at the center. Through the Compass Project, structured WVATS demonstration 
classes are offered as well as one-on-one instruction at any time with an appointment.

   Specifically with the 2015-16 WVATS funding, the project focused on independence and organization 
related equipment including the highly popular Simuride Home and Professional Software, a driving 
simulator/training program that includes beginning driver curriculum and Road Rules Driving Test.

CAMC pARA-AthletiC pRogRAM
   As a WVATS subcontractor, CAMC Para-Athletic Program supports demonstrations and promotion of 
assistive technology for casual and competitive athletics. The program is set up to be welcoming to all 
athletes that are able to access its Charleston locations. There are two main aspects of this program – to 
encourage individuals of all ages to be active even if they have never tried recreation sports before, and to 
help competitive athletes participate in sanctioned events that could propel them to national and international 
competitions including the U.S. Paralympics.

   During the fiscal year 
2015-2016 the CAMC Para-
Athletic Program adopted 
the initiative to revitalize 
the winter wheelchair 
basketball league, the only 
one of its kind in the valley. 
WVATS funds were used 
to purchase wheelchairs 
specifically designed 
for adaptive sporting. 
This helped to increase 
participation, participant 
satisfaction, awareness, 
and safety. Over 100 
demonstrations of this 
equipment were tracked 
during this fiscal year. 

   John is a young man who has been practicing on the driving 
simulator at the DAC. He is a 2016 high school graduate and 
is currently doing work experience at a local car dealership 
as a lot attendant. John needs a driver’s license to become 
employed at this dealership so he can continue to work with 
vehicles which is his real passion. John continues to practice 
both the hands on driving and book work to obtain his permit 
and become a licensed driver!



WV AgRAbility
   WVATS is a strategic partner in West Virginia AgrAbility, an accessible agriculture program funded by the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA funds more than 20 state programs and has had a 
presence in the Mountain State since 2001.

   West Virginia AgrAbility provides technical assistance, education and information to farmers, farm families 
and other agricultural workers with disabilities in West Virginia. The program has four partners who work 
together toward these common goals: West Virginia University Extension Service Safety and Health (its lead 
organization), West Virginia Assistive Technology System, West Virginia State University and Arc of the Mid-
Ohio Valley.

CollAboRAtionS & pARtneRShipS

   in 2015-2016 Wvats/
Wv agrability staff activities 
included writing and 
recording a thirty-second 
audio Public service 
announcement (Psa) about 
the Wv agrability project, 
presenting a session on 
“caring for the caregiver” at 
the 2016 agrability national 
training Workshop, and 
providing an information 
booth at the national small 
Farm conference in virginia.

CAMp gizMo
   WVATS was an active participant in Camp Gizmo, 
which was held from July 9-13 on the campus of the 
West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind in 
Romney. Camp Gizmo is a five day retreat where parents 
of children ages birth to 8 years with significant and 
multiple developmental needs can learn about available 
resources and services. 

   As part of the camp, WVATS had an assistive 
technology lab that showcased assistive devices ranging 
from communication devices to assistive computer 
programs for young children. Parents, children and 
professionals visited the labs to have one-on-one 
demonstrations with WVATS staff. Some campers even 
borrowed equipment from the WVATS loan library. 

   In addition to the AT lab, WVATS also participated on a 
panel as well as conducted a training in order to educate 
parents and professionals on the devices and services 
that we offer.



Staff LiSting and CounCiL MeMberS

advisory Council Members

•	 Ron Brown, Consumer (Chair)

•	 Brenda Lamkin, Parent (Vice Chair)

•	 Ed McDonald, Consumer (Secretary)

•	 Annette Carey, WV Department of Education

•	 Jim Cremeans, WV Developmental 
Disabilities Council

•	 Jan Derry, Northern WV Center for 
Independent Living

•	 Darla Ervin, Consumer

•	 Herbert Hess. Consumer

•	 Kathy Hudnell, WV Department of Education

•	 Cynthia Lokey, WV Division of Rehabilitation 
Services

•	 Lauren McCauley, Disability Action Center

•	 Carol McGhee, Consumer

•	 Jack McIntire, Consumer

•	 Randy Pleva, Consumer

•	 Angie Richardson, WorkForce West Virginia

•	 Amee Shah, Consumer

•	 Kevin Smith, Consumer

•	 Alvin Wiggins, Parent

•	 Dena Wildman, Offices of the Insurance 
Commissioner

•	 Kathy Knighton, Council Member Emerita

Staff Members

•	 Jack Stewart 
Principal Investigator/Assistant Director, 
CED 
jcstewart@hsc.wvu.edu

•	 Melanie burge 
Program Assistant 
mburge@hsc.wvu.edu 

•	 Jamie Church 
Program Coordinator 
jhayhurst@hsc.wvu.edu 

•	 Carmen fullmer 
Assistant Technology Specialist 
cfullmer@hsc.wvu.edu

•	 regina Mayolo 
Technical Assistance Specialist 
rmayolo@hsc.wvu.edu

•	 brittany r. Valdez 
Assistant Technology Specialist  
bvaldez1@hsc.wvu.edu

West Virginia Assistive Technology System  
Center for Excellence in Disabilities at WVU 

959 Hartman Run Road 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
Toll-free – 800-841-8436 

Web – www.wvats.cedwvu.org 
Email – wvats@hsc.wvu.edu

The project described was supported by Grant Number 90AG0011 from the Administration for Community Living. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS).

All printed materials are available in braille, electronic format, CD and large print. WVU is an EEO/Affirmative Action Employer – Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran
The Center for Excellence in Disabilities (CED) is designated as the State’s lead agency for assistive technology services.


